REMEMBRANCES OF EARLY DAYS
ON IEEP CREEX LAKE

by
John F. Schaidt

I started sailing on Deep Creek Lake in the summer of 1926, My companion was Dick
Holben, of Frostburg, Maryland, and our oraft was a canoe equipped with & gailing rig.
We kept our boat in & large barn near the present Will 0' the Wisp and found the sport
exciting, but dangerous because of partly submerged stumps and logs floating sometimes
just below the gurface of the newly-filled lake. There were a few motor boats and
fishermen, but we did not see another sail in the area.

In 1934, John Mordock arrived in Cumberland from Chicago, where he had been a mem~
ber of a Yacht Club and active in sailing on Iake Michigan. The first thing John agked
me when we had lunch together was, ''Where ig the nearest lake which is suitable for
sailing? From that day on we became a sailing group! Mordock shipped in & Bell Class
Swallow, & 1S§-foot keel boat, and soon the group had a Snipe, Penguin, and Cape Cod
Mercury. The old Will O' the Wisp became our Yacht Club, and we sailed off their dock
every weekend, John Mordock was our leader, and the group consisted of Tau Rowe, of

Westernmport; Dick Bolben, of Frostburg; and Susan Farris, Nancy James, Jock Murrie, and
John Schaidt, of Cumberland.

One Sunday afternoon we were approached by a short man wearing leather boots and a
wide-brimmed hat. He gaid his name was Harry Muma, and that he and a partner, Cy Bowers,
had just bought a piece of land south of the Glendale Bridge. He called it Turkey Neck
and said if we would bring our group and boats down and sail off his property that he

would build us a Yacht Club, We looked at each other in amazement, and Mordock said
?

"Let's go—what have we got to lose!"” I got in the car with Muma, and the fleet headed

south under Glendale Bridge. After opening and closing several farm gates, Muma and I
arrived at the crumbling foundation of a one-time farmhouse. Soon we saw our sailboats
passirg the Holy COross point and heading for the Turkey Neok shore. We all gathered in
the foundation; Muma oracked a bottle of Gilbey's gin and said, "This will be your Yacht
Club." Moxdock asked Muma how long it would take him to build the clubhouse; and n
hearing that it would take at least a year and maybe longer, he agreed to b ’ a 1 :po
build a cabin, which would be the first building on Turkey Neock and serve a:ya t >l
Yacht Club, The fcllowing weekend the log cabin arrived on a truck fro -
m Sears-Roebuck






